Thanksgiving – The Forgotten Holiday

Thanksgiving Greetings!

The Bible tells of a beautiful story of Jesus providing miraculous healings for ten individuals suffering from Leprosy.  This amazing story is found in Luke 17:11-19, and while it shares the incredible fact that Jesus is our healer, it also gives a powerful lesson on thankfulness.

If you take time to read the story, you will see that out of the ten who experienced healing from this horrible disease, only one of them took the opportunity to turn around and thank Jesus face to face.

Luke 17:15-16 “And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God, and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks.  And he was a Samaritan.”

We see that only one came back to offer thanks, but in addition to that, he was a Samaritan!  In those days, Samaritans were looked down upon in many ways.  Yet, he was the one who was often on the receiving end of so much hatred was, in fact, the one who was the most thankful!

As we enter this Holiday Season, some have often remarked that Thanksgiving is the “forgotten Holiday.”  Unfortunately, it is often overlooked and forgotten for many of the same reasons the nine lepers continued on their way.

Perhaps they were so thrilled with their healing that they forgot about the One who healed them!  That would be hard to believe, but possibly that was the case.

Perhaps they went on their way with the intentions of returning some time “real soon” to offer thanks, but first, they had to do other important things.  Procrastination could have been a reason.

Possibly, they felt they were doing the right thing by obeying what Jesus told them to do in verse 14 when He said to “go and show themselves to the Priest.” He was the one who would declare them fully healed and grant permission to return to society. 

Whatever the reason, there was only one who felt compelled to the point that he changed direction to go back and thank the Lord for what He had done.

During this Thanksgiving season, my prayer is that we will “take time” not only during the Holiday, but throughout the year, to return and say “thank you” to the One who saved our souls!  When you sit down to eat that wonderful Thanksgiving meal, be sure to pause and thank Him for all His blessings! Ephesians 5:20 (NKJV) “giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

There are many important Holidays, and I believe Thanksgiving should be right near the top of the list!

Thanksgiving blessings!

Pastor David	
