


Dear Church Family and Friends,

My how time has flown!  Ten years ago, I began as pastor of the First Baptist Church of Greenville, Illinois.  I had been providing pulpit supply here on a week-to-week basis since April, when I was asked to submit my name for consideration by the Pastoral Search Committee.  Following the interview process, an official candidating sermon was requested, even though the Church had already heard me preach several times.  On Father’s Day, June 17, 2012, the congregation unanimously called me to serve as pastor, and I joyfully accepted.  Our family moved to Greenville June 24, and I delivered my first official sermon as pastor on July 15.  In over thirty years of pastoral ministry, this has been my longest tenure.  My pastorate with you is the second longest in our church’s 185-year history, and the longest in this century.

Our family felt an immediate connection to God’s people here at FBC and believed we could share meaningful ministry alongside of you.  We were warmly welcomed as we united with this faith community and made Greenville our home.  My family has experienced Christian love and strong prayer support throughout our time together as pastor and people.

When my family moved here, our eldest son, Andrew, was just shy of 17-years-old and going into his junior year of high school.  Our middle son, Jacob, would turn 15 and begin his freshman year of high school.  Our youngest son, Mark, had just turned 8-years-old, and would start second grade.  Andrew earned his G.E.D. in 2013.  Now, he is 27 and the father of our first-born grandson, Oliver, who turned five years old in March.  He is currently employed at CHS, Inc. Agriculture Service in Pocahontas.  Jacob graduated from Greenville High School in 2016 and is the father of our second-born grandson, Montgomery, who will turn one-year-old in August.  Jacob is employed at Bradford National Bank’s main branch, working in the loan department.  Mark turned 18 in May and will be a senior at Greenville High School this fall.  My wife, Patty, has served the American Baptist Churches of the Great Rivers Region for seven years in each of the following capacities: Area IV Assistant, Areas II & IV Minister, Associate Executive Minister, and now Acting Executive Minister.  This year we celebrate our 29th wedding anniversary.

Scripture should be our source of wisdom and discernment when it comes to the role of a pastor in the Church.  God places much responsibility on the one called to lead and care for His people!  Here are some Bible verses for you to read to better understand the pastor’s leadership role within the Church: Jeremiah 3:15, Hebrews 13:17, James 3:1, 2 Timothy 4:2, Acts 20:28, Titus 1:7-8, Ephesians 4:11-12, I Timothy 3:1-7 & 13, I Timothy 5:17, and I Thessalonians 5:12-13.

Thank you for the great honor and privilege of serving as your pastor these last ten years.  My spirit is humbled and joyful as I consider our relationship both past and present.  I look forward to what God holds in store for us in the future, as together we are faithful and obedient to His will and continue to love one another.  

In His service,
Pastor David
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